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Essex County Beekeepersô Assoc.   

P.O. Box 10  

Topsfield, MA 01983-0010 

Telephone: 978-887-6100 

 

Website: essexcountybeekeepers.org 

 

Member Meeting  

Satu rday , Dec 13, 2008  

Potluck Dinner  

 
 

Bee Building, Fair Grounds 
Dinner Time 6:00 PM  

Meeting Time 7:00 PM  
Details on page 3 

 

Club Business 

Presidents Message 
The fair was a huge success and 

thanks to the many of you who put it 
on.  While walking into the fair one 

day a person stopped me because he 

saw my badge and asked ñWhere is 

the Bee Building?  It is one of the 

best exhibits at the fair.ò  People 

always spend a lot of time in the Bee 

Building, because there is a lot to see 

and there are beekeepers to talk with.  

It is not a building of faceless 

exhibits.  Also the parade was really 

great.  It was nice that Parker Gilford 

got to ride in the parade.  Hard to 

imagine how we will top this next 

year.  It is a lot of work, but also a lot 

of fun and a great way to meet fellow 

club members.  Again thank you for 

all your hard work. 

 

Hope your bees are prepared for 

winter.  My hives are all over the lot 
from either great shape or barely 

hanging on.  It always amazes me on 

how sometimes the weak ones make 

it through winter just fine.  My last 

task before winter is wrapping the 

hives which I try to get done before 

Thanksgiving.  This is a good time of 

year to make a list of goodies you 

would like for Christmas and let 

family know what is on the list.  I 

know my family likes to know what 

things I want rather than giving me 
another tie.  It is also a good time to 

think about what to do with that wax 

that has been sitting around since 

extracting timeé  I donôt like to rush 

into things.   

 

Dave Meldrum 
 

November Meeting 
 

Meeting started with Alan Wilkens 

speaking about bee removal which he 

has been doing for 30 years. 

Presentation included pictures of the 

many removal sites. Power point 

presentation was prepared by Chris 

Murphy. www.alsbirdsnbees.com 

 

Essex County Beeline 
The Newsletter of the Essex County Beekeepersô Association,               

an Internationally Acclaimed Award-Winning Organization 

Keeping Bees Since 1923  

 

 

http://www.alsbirdsnbees.com/
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President Dave Meldrum started the 

business end of the meeting @ 

7:45PM 

 

Pie ContestéJudges Eric Josephson, 

Linda Boylan and Paul Agersea. 

1st  Peggy Watson Apple Pie 

2nd Dawn Watson Blueberry Pie  

3rd Gary Dubois - Snow top 
Pumpkin Pie 

 

Motion was presented to accept 

minutes as publish in the last 

newsletter, it was approved.  

 

Treasurerôs report was read by Jan 

Gaglione for September & October. 

Motion was presented to accept the 

report as read subject to audit. Bills 

were read and a motion was 

presented to pay those listed also 
passed.  

 

Fair Committee ï Great Job! 

Spectacular~  

Chris Delaney extended a thank you 

to all that made a contribution this 

year from Kathy Sample who was 

unable to attend the meeting. Thanks 

to all.   

Next Fair meeting is on Wednesday, 

December 3rd. Next yearôs Premium 
Book changes are due Jan 1st. 

 

Bee School ï Brian Glass, 

Committee very busy trying to 

accommodate and improve on last 

yearôs school in hopes to 

accommodate all interested students. 

The committee recommends and 

requesting the approval of a second 

night of bee school to the body. 

Motion to give the committee 
permission on a yearly basis based on 

enrollment, resources and 

requirement the ability to add a 

second night of classes. The motion 

was seconded and approved.  

Hoping to manage the # of students 

applying for bee school the 

committee also would like to do 

preregistration through mailing. A 

discussion pursue with other 

recommendation i.e. using Coolidge 

Hall, or hold just 2 frame nights, 
using 2 shift of class instead of a 

separate night, trying a lecture series 

with a large group including a lab 

experience, or simply limiting the 

class size and have a cut off (80).   

This motion was moved, seconded 

and passed.  

The committee is still looking for 

volunteer to help with the school 

please talk to any bee school 
committing member if interested. 

Next meeting is being held the week 

of Nov 10th.  

Per President Dave Meldrum there 

are 3 groups involved in bee school.  

1st group are elected  

2nd group are appointed by the 

president and become voting 

members   

3rd group are volunteers that assist 

during classes     

Two appointed slots are still open on 
School Committee. See Dave 

Meldrum if interested. 

 

Grant Committee ï Next meeting is 

on Monday November 17th 7PM @ 

Bee Building. Need a 

recommendation by December 

meeting on the $5k is available for a 

grant. It is recommended that this 

money be used this year. 

 
Old Business  

Insurance update, BOD bonding is 

done and all are covered.    

Meeting cleanup volunteers still 

needed ï sheet was passed around.  

 

New Business 

March meeting is members meeting 

ï Need volunteers to head this up. 

Need a theme.   

 
Banquet Committee, need to start 

early with some new ideas. Would 

like to appoint a person to get this 

going 

 

Election of new officers  

The vote was held and winners were:   

Vice President - Phil Watson   

Treasurer - Diane Sellars  

Recording Secretary - Anne Bouwer  

Director - Chris Meehan  

Bee School - Stan Sample ï 3rd year 
position  

Vin Gaglione ï 1 year position   

Scholarship Committee ï Jane Wilde 

with 44 votes  

Brian Glass and Chris Delaney were 

the ballot collectors  

 

Budget ï the spread sheet was 

reviewed in detail.   

A recommendation was made to 
change the title of column heading 

from Total 2008 to ñunexpended 

fundò. It will be printed in the 

newsletter and voted on during the 

December meeting.  

  

Future meetings: 

Christmas meeting - Dec 13   

Jan 10 09 meeting ï 

Recommendation we start the 

meeting a bit earlier, 5:30.  Motion to 

schedule dinner @ 5:30 and start the 
business meeting at 6:30 was 

seconded and passed. Publish change 

in the news letter.     

 

Member News: Passing of Parker 

Gifford 88 years young. (Member 

since 1975) He was great with Ross 

Rounds and a tremendous beekeeper.    

 

Gretel had a question to those that 

took the Queen Rearing Class, ñHow 
are your nucs taking did the queen 

mate?ò There is a real dearth of 

nectar, so feeding is recommendation 

@ 10 pounds sugar to the gallon.     

 

Door prize: $75 Gift Cert to Turkey 

Hill Farm - winner was Paul Agersea  

 

Meeting re-adjourned @ 8:45PM 

 

Calendar 
December 13, 2008 

Member Meeting, 7:00PM 

Potluck Dinner 6:00PM   

Bee Building - Topsfield  

 

December 20, 2008 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

January 10, 2008 

*Please note earlier start time* 

Member Meeting, 5:30 PM 

Bee Building ï Topsfield 
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Speaker: Ken Warchol, 

"Abnormalities in the Beehive" 

 

January 19, 2008 

BOD Meeting, 7PM 

 

February 14, 2008 

Member Meeting, 7:00PM 

Spaghetti Dinner 6:00PM 
Bee Building ï Topsfield 

 

Bee Demonstrations  
Boxford Garden Club  

February 20, 09 10:00 AM 

 

Newsletter Deadline  
The deadline for getting information 

into the next newsletter will be 

December 20, 2008. Please make 

submissions to Candy Leva by email  

at: Candice.leva@avnet.com 

 

Thank you in advance to 

the December Clean up 

Volunteers!  
 

Anne Bouwer 

   Peggy & Frank Watson 

   Dawn Watson 

   Becky Reeves 
 

Clean up Volunteers are 

still needed for the Jan, 

and Feb meetings. Please 

consider lending a 

helping hand.  
 

 

BOD Meeting Minutes  
Present:  Dave Meldrum, Diane 
Sellars, Pete Delaney, Eric J., Jan 
Gaglione, Stan Sample, Linda 
Boylan. Candy Leva 
 Invitees: Chris Meehan    
Meeting opened @ 7:07  

Motion to accept the BOD Minute 

from Q3 & Q2 as read and was 

approved. 

Bills to be paidéJan reviewed the 
statement, savings account and items 

to move into the Vanguard account 

which include the $7k remaining 

from last yearôs budget.  

Need to write 3 checks and approved 

for winners of the fair.  

Jan received a letter a Federal govôt 

denying the clubs extension request 

so we must now file. 

Committee reports: 

Fair - Went well and volunteer work 
hard, a big thank you to everyone 

Jan, Linda, Chris and Diane!  

 Bee school - An update will be read 

at the Nov member meeting.  

Building Committee - Next meeting 

will be after 1st of year.  

Nomination committee ï Ballot team 

is set. 

Grant committee ï need to meet 

again. Report listed in the last 

newsletter was incomplete with a 

chunk missing. Diane Sellar will 
provide a complete report for 

submission to the newsletter. The 

committee would like the grant 

money received this year to be spent 

this year and not rolled back into the 

Vanguard account.  

A of date Monday Nov 17th @ 7PM 

was suggested for the next meeting. 

 Library committee - held their Tea 

Party on Saturday. 

Old Business  
Clean up sheet was reviewed and we 

still need more volunteers to the fill 

the holes. 

New business 

ECBA will need to file as the 

extension was denied. 

Peterôs concerned with the 

accountant representing both ECBA 

and the guilty party. Peter suggested 

that Dave call Brad Gautherie and 

mention our concerns regarding the 

conflict of interest. Dave agreed to 

do so. 

Need to start the banquet committee 

earlier this year! 

Budget:  

Review the offering of Farm Bureau 

discounts to make sure we are taking 

advantage of them. 

Banquet budget, what does it pay 
for? Entertainment (band $800), 

deco/flowers, apps and deposit.  

Insurance incorporates 2 insurances 

$929/3 BOD coverage plus building 

contents. 

Post budget sheet in member 

newsletter.  

Dave suggests the use of Quicken to 

break out of the clubs income. 

Guy Moore family donated fund the 

cash for a memorial, still no idea on 

how to use it.     
Future Meeting plans  

Nov meeting:  Jan getting cider, pie 

prizes are purchases, judges set.  

Discussion ensued regarding the 

purchasing of a projector and new 

screens at a different orientation for 

better view in the hall. This will be 

presented to the members. 

Dec 13 08 meeting Pot Luck - Kathy 

Sample will again bring her famous 

Eggnog. 
Jan 10 09 meeting, Ham and Bean, 

Speaker workshop, Ken Warchol, 

Door Prize: Hive lifter (Eric J to 

make the lifter) & Peter and Jan to 

work on straps    

Feb 14 09 meeting, Spaghetti Dinner, 

Speaker Randy Johnson Boxford 

Group to show their videos, Gift cert 

to a nice restaurant   

March Meeting ï Members choice, 

need some ideas and members 
volunteers. Chris Meehan to present 

a Power Point presentation on this 

summerôs Queen Rearing Class if he 

is around.  

 

Next BOD Jan 19, 7PM  

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:20. 

 

 

mailto:Candice.leva@avnet.com
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Fair Committee Meeting  
Dec 3rd, 7PM  
2008 fair wrap up and start premium book changes 

for next year. 

All interested parties are welcome to attend!    

 

WANT AD 
Looking for pre 1900ôs smokers to buy 

Contact: Dan Phillips 

Behive1224@comcast.net   

603-394-0130 
 

Congratulations to the Newly Elected Officers and Directors 
Vice President - Phil Watson   

Treasurer - Diane Sellars  
Recording Secretary - Anne Bouwer  

Director - Chris Meehan  

Bee School - Stan Sample ï 3
rd
 year position, Vin Gaglione ï 1 year position   

Scholarship Committee ï Jane Wilde 

 

 

 2009 ECBA BUDGET 
 

 
 
 

mailto:Behive1224@comcast.net
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December Mo nthly Meeting  

Holiday Potluck Dinner  

Wrapped Gift Exchange  
 

 Saturday December 13, 2007 

6:00 PM Dinner  

7:00 PM Meeting  
 

In lieu of raffle table please bring a wrapped gift up to $10 va lue  

Please indicate who the gift woul d be suited for : 

 Man , Woman, Child or Anyone   

 
 

For the Potluck, please follow this chart:  

BRING TH E FOLLOWING DISH IF YOUR LAST NAME BEGINS WITH:  
 

 A to F:  Main Dish  

G to M :  Salad or Side Dish  

N to Z:  Dessert 
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ESSEX COUNTY BEEKEEPERSô ASSOCIATION 

HONEY AMBASSADOR APPLICATION 

 
ECBA is no accepting applications for the 2009 Essex County Honey Ambassador. The newly selected Ambassador will be 

announced at the January ECBA meeting. 

Applicants need not be experienced beekeepers but should be familiar with honey bees and honey products. The appointee will 

serve as public relations spokesperson for ECBA and represent us at many events. Applicants must be comfortable dealing with 

the public as well as answering questions from curious people of all ages. Many people do not realize the benefits that honey bees 

provide us with. 

The Honey Ambassador will attend the Topsfield Fair in October. He or she will meet beekeepers, local dignitaries, and hundreds 

of people from Essex County and surrounding areas. He or she will also be expected to ride in the opening day parade. 

The opportunity to help promote honeybees and their products, and dealing with the public all contribute to the Ambassadorôs 

experience. Working in the Bee Building at the Topsfield Fair can turn into a very memorable experience. 

Anyone, male or female, age 16 or older, who is interested in agriculture, beekeeping, or cooking with honey, is encouraged to 
apply for this one year position. 

 

Name___________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address___________________________________________________ 

 

City____________________________ State__________ Zip Code__________ 

 

School Currently Attending__________________________________________ 

 

Future Education Plans______________________________________________ 
 

Hobbies and Interests_______________________________________________  

 

Occupation_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please answer the following questions: 

 

1. If selected to represent the Essex County Beekeepers as Honey Ambassador, will you be willing and able to make 

appearances throughout the year (January 2009-January 2010) to promote beekeeping at such places as the 

Topsfield Fair, ECVA Annual Banquet & other events? Please explain. 

2. Have you had any experience or exposure to beekeeping? Explain. 

3. In what way do you feel that you could be an asset to the ECBA? 

4. How did you learn about the Honey Ambassador program? 

5. Please feel free to elaborate on any aspect of your life which you feel may be important to our decision making 

process. 

 

PLEASE ANSWER ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER. 
Return to: Cynthia Croteau, 10A Rum Hollow, Fremont, NH 03044 (603) 679-1798 
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 

 

Dues for 2009 are due by December 31st. Please renew now to continue your membership 
and stay on our mailing list. You must renew before the March meeting in order to be eligible 
to sell product at the Fair. 
 

All renewals received by the December 13th member meeting will be entered in a drawing for 
a free yearôs dues. Thank you. 
 

========================================================================================= 

Essex County Beekeepers' Association, Inc. 
2009 Membership Renewal Form 

(Please print) 
 

Last name:        First name(s):             
 

Spouse/Partner name if different from above:            

 

Children:                                    
     

Address:        City/Town:         
 
State:     Zip+4 digit:       Phone #:        
 
E-mail address: ________________________________________   Please print clearly. 
 
Receive Newsletter by:    Email _______       Regular Mail   ________ 
 

Check only one:  Single: _______     Family: _______    Junior: _______    Senior: _______ 
 ($12) ($15) ($1) (Gratis)* 
 

*Age 65 or over and have paid dues for five years. 
 

Please add my name to a list available to the public of persons available to offer educational resources, 
talk at schools, meetings, etc. 
 
Please add my name to a list available to the public of persons available to assist with swarms. 

 
Yes, I would like to order nametags.  I have 
included $3.50 for each nametag ordered. 
Please print the name(s) as you would like it 
to appear on the nametag.  
 

 
__________________________________________________ 
  

   
__________________________________________________ 
 

 
__________________________________________________ 

 

     

MAIL TO: Membership Secretary,  
   Essex County Beekeepers' Assn, Inc.,  

    P.O. Box 10, Topsfield, MA  01983-0010 
  
Thank you. 
I would like to volunteer my time, talent and/or 
assistance in the following area(s): 

 
___ Bee School   ___ Meeting set up 
     and/or clean up 
 
___ Annual Banquet  ___ Co-ordinate dinner 
 
___ Honey Ambassador  ___ Host summer 

Program   meeting 
 
___ Topsfield Fair  ___ Library 
 
___ Web site   ___ Newsletter 
 
___ Scholarship   ___ Photo/Video 
 
___ Other       
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Library News!  

 

The library is back and ready for a busy season.  Come check it out! The library is open during members meetings and also during 

Bee School.  

 

The Library Committee held our annual Tea & Book Repair/Cover Party last week.  I want to thank Abby Heim, Marilyn Graves, 

and Heidi Cashman for their time, effort and great assortment of tea and tea pots.   

 
 I just finished reading the Fruitless Fall ï The collapse of the Honey Bee & Coming Agricultural Crisis  by Rowan Jacobsen.  

This recently published book is extremely well written and is very informative. Jacobsenôs book researches past and present honey 

bee problems and he investigates bee keeperôs problems of around the country.   

 
Every oneôs favorite book The Secret Life of Bees is now a movie and will be appearing at Newburyportôs small non-multiplex 

theatre - The Screening Room located at 82 State Street for a two week appearance from November 20th - December 11th. Roger 

Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times gave the movie 4 ½ stars and called it enchanting.  For show times call the theatre at 978-462-

3456 or www.newburyportmovies.com . 

 

 The winter season will be here soon and I found this unusual recipe for honey cough syrup in Euell Gibbonsô book Stalking the 
healthful herb.   

Honey Cough Syrup 

Put ½ cup of coarsely ground white pine bark in a jar and cover it with 2/3 cup of boiling water.  When cool, add ½ cup of whisky, 

seal the jar, and let it soak overnight, shaking the jar occasionally.  Next day, strain it, and to the liquid add 1 cup of honey.  Mix 

until the liquid is homogeneous, and it is ready to use.  If kept in a capped or corked bottle, this cough syrup will keep indefinitely 

without spoiling, and it certainly seems an effective cough remedy.  A dose is 1 tablespoon for adults and 1 teaspoonful for 

children, as needed. 

 

In memory of long time ECBA member  (1975)  

Parker E. Gifford  

April 29, 1920 ð October 30, 2008  

 

                                    
 

 

http://www.newburyportmovies.com/
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