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Essex County Beekeepers’ Assoc.   

P.O. Box 10  

Topsfield, MA 01983-0010 

 

Telephone: 978-887-6100 

 

Website: essexcountybeekeepers.org 

 
 

 

December Meeting 
Saturday Dec 12th, 

2009 

 
Bee Building 
Meeting 7pm 

See pg 7 for details 

 

Club Business 

President’s Message 
            Dave Meldrum 

 

Congratulations to our newly elected 

Board members… President: Phil 

Watson , Vice Pres: Jane Wild, 

Membership Sect. Rich Girard, B of 

D: Dan Phillips, B of D: Frank 

Cordima, Scholarship: Vin Lesinski, 

Bee School: Bill Bleem.  They will 

be installed at the January meeting. 

 

Rick Girard and I attended the 

SNEBA meeting Nov 21 and heard 

the ever increasing mantra of 

reducing harsh chemicals in the hive 

and providing a good diet.  As far as 

the diet goes we are pretty lucky here 

in New England.  We normally have 

various sources of nutritious pollen 

all summer long, unlike beekeepers 

in mono-agriculture areas such as the 

corn belt.  Experts are recommending 

replacing 20% of your foundation 

every year.  This means if you have 

10 two deep hives, you will need 40 

frames of new foundation next 

spring.  Your April inspection (when 

the dandelions come into bloom), is a 

good time to replace frames.  At that 

time work your oldest frames toward 

the outside for next year’s 

replacement.  By installing the 

foundation early, the bees will then 

have a chance to draw out the 

foundation in time for brood 

increase.  This will also help give 

room for the brood and relieve some 

swarming instincts.  Maybe you 

don’t want to not think about bees for 

the month of December, but the 

winter months are the time to prepare 

all your equipment for spring.  

 

Now is also the time to drop a hint to 

the family about any beekeeping 

equipment you want.  My family 

always likes to hear about things I 

want.  It makes their shopping easier. 

 

The December meeting is our pot 

luck dinner and good cheer all 

around.  So bring your favorite dish 

and have a good time.  A few agenda 
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items; we will be voting on Beekeeper of the year and 

approving  the 2010 budget. 

 

 

 
Dandelion in April 

 

NOVEMBER MINUTES 
 
Meeting began at 7.10pm 
 
Marty Jessel and Alan Wilkins gave a very informative talk 
illustrated with a short film, about getting a swarm out of 
the tree. 
 
Old Business 
Dave Meldrum asked everyone  to volunteer for the 
cleanup after meetings. 
 
A motion was presented to accept minutes as published in 
the last newsletter and was approved.  
 
4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ was read by Diane Sellars.   
A motion was presented to accept the report as read 
subject to audit. Expenses were read and a motion was 
presented  and passed to authorize expenditure to pay the 
bills.  
 
Committee Reports: 
Building committee Stan Sample ɀ  
(Å ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÈÁÓÎÅȭÔ met yet, although 
they have had a couple of informal discussions.  The basic 
discussion is to redo the front area of the Bee Building with 
new paneling.  The committee needs to come up with a list 
of materials, and then some time after the end of the year, 
they will be setting up a floor party. 
 
Fair Committee ɀ Kathy Sample 
Kathy thanked everyone, everything went very smoothly 
and it was a great success.  The committee will meet  in 
December, and she mentioned that they have leftovers so if 
anything belongs to anyone please fetch it. 
 

The president also gave a big thank you to everyone who 
helped with the fair. 
 
Bee school Stan Sample 
A committee of three has already been appointed.  We 
need to have six new people on board as soon as possible.  
Marty Jessel, Chris Murphy and Jima Mandry have all 
volunteered.   
 
Pie judging ɀ Chris Meehan. 
Chris explained how the judges had decided on the 4 way 
tie for 3rd place, they gave it to the only one which 
contained honey. 
3rd place: Janice Rigiero with her delicious Pecan pie 
2nd place: Dawn Watson with her scrumptious blueberry 
pie. 
1st place: Chris Delaney who obtained a perfect score with 
her PERFECT Lemon meringue. 
There was a request that  winners publish their recipes in 
the next newsletter.  Please send to Anne. 
 
New Business 
NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
There was a motion to cast one unanimous ballot for the 
candidates nominated.  This was seconded and passed. 
 
President: Phil Watson 
Vice-president: Jane Wild 
Membership Sect. Rich Girard 
Two new directors on the Board of Directors: Dan Phillips 
and Frank Cordima  
Scholarship: Vin Lesinski  
Bee School: Bill Bleem 
 
Beekeeper of the Year 
We need a Beekeeper of the Year to send to Massachusetts  
Beekeepers Association 
Marty Jessel nominated Alan Wilkins, who has been 
beekeeping for 25 years,  and is doing a great deal to 
educate people about bees, to save swarms from 
extermination, and who is generally a great beekeeper. 
 
Dave accepted the nomination and said that more 
nominations could still be accepted at the December 
meeting. 
 
Budget for 2010 
Dave introduced the new budget to be observed and 
discussed tonight so that it can be voted on at the 
December meeting.  This was then discussed. 
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There was a motion to authorise money out of free cash 
not to exceed $150 to support a library account to pay 
Barbara. 
People may still enquire about the budget in December if 
they have questions or concerns. 
It was decided not to publish the budget in the online 
magazine. 
 
December meeting 
Dave reminded everyone that the December meeting is a 
potluck meeting, and that everyone should look in the 
newsletter to see where their name is on the alphabet to 
see what they should bring.   
 
Other business 
Condolences were offered to Al Wilkins, who lost his 
brother last week.  
 
Junior King of the Fair Connie Condon gave a proud report 
of her youngest grandson who was named Junior King of 
the Fair at thiÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÆÁÉÒ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÍÉÎÕÔÅ 
of it and who had worn his crown every night.  

 
 
 
Volunteers are needed for the Banquet committee.  Dave 
urged people to volunteer, stating that all it needs is a  little 

bit of effort and organization.  A few people on a team can 
create wonders. 
 
A volunteer sheet was passed around for cleanup after 
ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȢ  ɉÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ×ÈÅÎ 
you have ɀ which I did ɀ apologies!) 
 
Renewal time ɀ please ÐÁÙ ÄÕÅÓ ÂÙ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ.  
The form is at the end of this newsletter. 
 
Heifer project 
This project ×ÁÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÎÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÁÒ ÔÏ 0ÁÒËÅÒ 'ÉÆÆÏÒÄȭÓ 
heart, and so the club should donate money towards this 
amazing organization.  
 
Gretel Clark told the story of the Heifer project sending her 
to Kenya 12 years ago, to help beekeepers set up.  The 
woman she stayed with had been given a heifer from Heifer 
international, and as a result she had managed to get a tin 
roof on her house which was a sign of prestige.  The people 
Gretel stayed with were the Lua people, just a little way 
ÆÒÏÍ "ÁÒÁÃË /ÂÁÍÁȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅȢ   
 
There was a motion to give a gift of $300, in Parker 
'ÉÆÆÏÒÄȭÓ ÍÅÍÏÒÙȢ  Seconded and passed. 
 
Door prize was a Package of bees, won by Alan Wilkins. 
  
Discussion about bees 
Gretel asked if anyone was still feeding their bees because 
she had weighed hers to find out and it seemed as though 
ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ, so she had continued feeding 
sugar syrup.  
 
People mentioned that some are still feeding pollen patties, 
but not sugar syrup. 
   
Vinnie pointed out that it is not a good idea to feed them in 
the colder weather because if ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÒÉÄ ÏÆ ÅØÃÅÓÓ 
moisture then they get dysentery. 
 
It was mentioned that beekeepers should not go in to the 
hives once the weather has become cold.  It is important 
not to break the seals. 
  
There is a possibility of obtaining Buckfast queens from 
Canada, in July.  These are  advantageous because they are 
ÈÁÒÄÙ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÓÏ ÓÕÓÃÅÐÔÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÖÁÒÒÏÁ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ 
tracheal mites.  
 
Anyone going to SNEBA, see Dave 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8.25pm 
 



Essex County Beeline – November 2009 
 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline  
The deadline for getting information into the next 

newsletter will be December 19 2009. Please 

make submissions to Anne Bouwer by email at: 

anne.bouwer@gmail.com 

 

NOMINATION FOR MASSACHUSETTS BEEKEEPER OF 

THE YEAR TROPHY (2009) 

I, Marty Jessel nominate Alan Wilkins for this 

well deserved award. 

Alan has been involved with beekeeping for 25 years. Past President & Director of the 

Essex County Beekeepers, he has captured and relocated a total of 40 swarms, this year. 

This task has saved the bees and given them a chance to live more productively. He has 

helped many new beekeepers, as well as myself, by being a mentor. Just recently he went 

to Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Park in North Carolina, to build a 20 frame observation hive. 

The bees for this exhibit were removed from St.Augustine's Church in Andover, MA,. 

Now thriving at the park, the visitors will have a chance to learn about our honey bees. 

At this years' Topsfield Fair, a DVD was featured showing him removing bees from a 

tree trunk and placing them in a 10 frame beehive, using elastics to hold the beeswax 

in place to save for the bees. He has even incorporated the subject of bees in his other 

hobby, the keeping of waterfowl. At last month's bird meeting in Westford, MA, he 

spoke about bees. Even on his bird conventions, he took along a photo album of the 

bee removals. Always in some way, promoting the importance of the honey bee. 
 
 

Calendar 

 

December 12
th

 2009 Potluck - Bee Building 

 

January 16
th 

 2010  Ham & Beans - Bee 

Building 

 

February 13
th  

2010  Spaghetti Dinner - Bee 

Building 

 

mailto:anne.bouwer@gmail.com
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Dave Meldrum received this message – A WORTHY CAUSE 

 

Celebrating Honey Bee Science with L.L. 
Langstroth's 200th Birthday 

Two hundred years after his birth in 1810, Rev. Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth, known as 
the "Father of American Beekeeping," will be honored, Langstroth's discovery of "bee 
space" and his invention of the movable-frame beehive will be celebrated with a 
national network of exhibits, workshops and seminars and, with your help, perhaps a 
commemorative U.S. postage stamp as well. 

Langstroth started with "two stocks of bees in common box hives" while serving as a 
minister in Andover MA. in the 1830s. Before long he was studying beekeeping in 
depth. He observed his bees and sought to understand their ways in order to build hive 
boxes which would allow him to better combat the destructive wax moms and collect 
surplus honey without banning the bees or damaging their wonderful honey comb. 

But there's something we need to do right NOW. We must convince the U.S. Postal 
Service that America deserves a commemorative postage stamp created in honor of this outstanding under-appreciated 
American. It is my hope that the beekeeping community, anyone who enjoys honey, and everyone who appreciates the foods 
we eat which depend on the honey beef will write a letter encouraging the U.S. Postal Service to honor Langstroth in this way 
at this special time. 

Send a letter to: 

CSAC 

c/o Stamp Development 
U.S. Postal Service 

1735 North Lynn Street 
Suite 5013 

Arlington, VA 22209-6432 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *** * ***** *** 

LIBRARY NEWS 
New DVDs arriving soon at the library:  

 
 Queen and Package Production 

 Colony, Division, and Requeening 

 Swarm Boxes- A Revolutionary Management Tool 

 Free Bees for You 

 Harvesting & Extracting 

 Magic of Mead 

 Keeping Bees & Producing Honey 

 Farm to Market: Honey  Ulee’s Gold staring Peter 

Fonda 

 

 

 

Do you have the equipment to convert VHS tapes into DVDs? The library could use your help. The Clubôs Library has a 

good collection of VHS tapes and we desperately need to update their format to DVDs. If you can help us, please email 

me @mybaku2000@yahoo.com.  
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Donations this month: 

Marty Jessel has donated a collection the lectures of Dr. Mala Spivak given during Mass Bee’s October 09 meeting. Lecture 

topics are: 

 Life inside a Swarm 

 Generic Diversity, Dancing. And Foraging of the Honey Bee 

 A New Novel Way to Monitor Varroa Mites 

 Propolis and Bee Health 

Dan Phillips had donated the following books: 

 (2) copies of Bee Lessons by Howard Scott 

 Propolis Power Plus-The health-promoting properties of the amazing beehive energizer by Joan A. Friedrich, 

PH.D. 

 Beeswax Crafting by Robert Berthold Jr. 

 A Year’s Work in  an Out-Apiary by G.M Doolittle  

 Great Candles by Stewart D’Arcy Hyder 

Abby Heim: 

 Natural Order by Jonathan Penner is about a beekeeper struggling to save a family business and has domestic 

problems also.  

 

Honey Poached Apple With Ricotta Cheese  
Ingredients:  

2 ripe, firm apples, peeled  

2 cups red port or wine  

ādÈÚÕdÍÔÓÊÞ 

ādÈÚÕdÜÆÙÊ× 

Juice of 1 lemon  

·ÎÓÉdÔËdādÑÊÒÔÓpdÈÚÙdÎÓdØÙ×ÎÕØ 

1 cinnamon stick  

ādÈÚÕd×ÆÎØÎÓØ 

1 1/3 cup whole - milk ricotta cheese  

ādÈÚÕdÈÔarsely crushed amaretto cookies  

 

1.      Cut each apple in half and remove core and seeds  

Place in large saucepan with wine, honey, water, lemon  

Juice and rind, and cinnamon stick. Bring to a boil;  

Reduce heat and simmer 10 minutes. Flip apples over  

And simme r 10 more minutes.  Remove apples from  

liquid and let cool.  

 

2. Place 1 cup poaching liquid in a small saucepan with  

      raisins.  Bring to a boil; reduce heat to low and simmer  

      until raisins are plump and syrupy, about 10 minutes.  

      Remove lemon rind.  

 

3. µÑÆÈÊdādÈÚÕd×ÎÈÔÙÙÆdÈÍÊÊØÊdÔÓdÊÆÈÍdÕÑÆÙÊrdd¹ÔÕdÜÎÙÍ 

 ādÆÕÕÑÊdÆÓÉd×ÆÎØÎÓdØÆÚÈÊrdd¸Õ×ÎÓÐÑÊdÜÎÙÍdÈ×ÚØÍÊÉd 
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 cookies. Serves 4  

 

       Per serving: 390 calories, 14g fat,  

                40mg chol., 11g prot.,  

              52g fiber, 85 mg sodium.   

 

Th anks to Relish Magazine. www.relishmag.com  

 

 

 

December Monthly Meeting  

Holiday Potluck Dinner  

Wrapped Gift Exchange  
 

 Saturday December 13, 2007 

6:00 PM Dinner , 7:00 PM Meeting  
 

In lieu of raffle table please bri ng a wrapped gift up to $10 value  

Please indicate who the gift would be suited for:  

 Man, Woman, Child or Anyone  

 
 

For the Potluck, please follow this chart:  

BRING THE FOLLOWING DISH IF YOUR LAST NAME BEGINS WITH:  
 

 A to F:  Main Dish  

G to M:  Salad or Side Dish  

N to Z:  Dessert 

 

Clean up crew ς December meeting 
Rich Davies, Bob and Frieda Koralishn, 
Glen Migneault and John Sellars 
Thank you! 

http://www.relishmag.com/
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 

 
Dues for 2010 are due by December 31

st
.  Please renew now to continue your membership and stay on our mailing 

list.  You must renew before the March meeting in order to be eligible to sell product at the Fair.   
 
All renewals received by the December 12

th
 member meeting will be entered in a drawing for a free yearôs dues.  

Thank you. 
 

     
    Essex County Beekeepers’ Association, Inc. 

     2010 Membership Renewal Form 
      (Please print) 
 
Last name:________________________________First Name(s):______________________________________ 
Spouse/Partner name if different from above:______________________________________________________ 
Children:___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________City/Town:_________________________________________ 
State:_______________Zip+4 digit:_______________________Phone #:_______________________________ 
E-mail address:_______________________________________________________PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY. 
Receive Newsletter by:  Email____________  Regular mail________________ 
Check only one:  Single:__________  Family:__________  Junior:__________  Senior:__________ 
                                            ($12)                         ($15)                        ($1)                        (Gratis)* 
                                                                                                  *Age 65 or over and have paid dues for five years. 
 
 
__ Please add my name to a list available to the public of persons available to offer educational resources, 
    talk at schools, meetings, etc. 
 
__ Please add my name to a list available to the public of persons available to assist with swarms. 
 
__ Yes, I would like to order nametags.  I have  
     included $3.50 for each nametag ordered. 
     Please print the name(s) as you would like it  
     to appear on the nametag. 
 
     ____________________________________ 
 
     ____________________________________ 
 
     ____________________________________ 
 
 
MAIL TO: Membership Secretary, 
    Essex County Beekeepersô Assn, Inc., 
                P.O. Box 10, Topsfield, MA  01983-0010 

 
Thank you. 
       
 

 

 

I would like to volunteer my time, talent, and/or 
assistance in the following area(s): 
 
__ Bee School                    __ Meeting set up and/or  
                                                 clean up 
 
__ Annual Banquet             __ Co-ordinate dinner 
 
__ Honey Ambassador       __ Host summer meeting 
      Program 
 
__ Topsfield Fair                 __ Library 
 
__ Web site                         __ Newsletter 
 
__ Scholarship                    __ Photo/Video 
 
__ Other __________________________________ 


