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We had about 75 members turn
out for the spaghetti dinner.
Many thanks to those who put
in the time and effort to cook
the 12 delicious sauces brought
in, the team of Stan and Eric
that cooked the spaghetti,
Kathy, Janie, Eileen, Linda and
others that put the salads and

rolls together and finally, made
sure the desserts were served.
Congratulations to the sauce
contest winners.

We heard about Vinny & Jan
Gaglione and Ben & Beverly
Chadwick’s trip to the
American Beekeeper’s
Federation meeting in Florida.
The initiatives and
developments going on there
are important to all beekeepers,
commercial, sideliners and
hobbyists alike. It definitely
spurned an awesome group
discussion for all of us present
on Saturday night. We talked
about some of the topics near
& dear to our heart such as
gueen introduction methods
and timing, medicating, overall
nutritional quality of natural
pollen vs. open market
alternatives and finally losses.
Good information, great
discussions!

Dave Meldrum brought in and
spoke about his recently built
“Honey Heater” modeled after
one featured in an article
written by Tim Celeski in
August’s Bee Culture. Very
nice addition to the beekeeping
toolbox to warm up and
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decrystallize a 5-gallon bucket of honey.

At this time | am sorry to say that we will not be
having dinner at our March meeting. This is
traditionallya me mb e r
years past a lead person has taken charge to
organize the dinner with a number of other
members. We had a chili contest last year, we have
had a stew night where everyone cooks a family
sized portion and it all goes into a large kettle, pot
luck was another year. The Board of Directors
sponsors and puts on the January and February’s
dinners and to some degree the Christmas potluck.
March’s dinner is an open invitation to the
membership to be imaginative, have a little fun, be
a little creative and show your stuff, however it does
take at least one person to step forward and

organize it.

I hope to see you all for our regular business
meeting March 13" at 7 pm.

Phil

U

February meeting Minutes
The Meeting began at 7.05pm

Phil congratulated people on their wonderful spaghetti
sauces, which everyone had enjoyed. He awarded prizes
to the winners.

Spaghetti sauce contest

3" prize: no. 6 Frank Cordima $10 gift certificate to Bed,
Bath and Beyond.

2" prize: no. 8 Cheryl Connors $15 gift certificate to Bed
Bath and Beyond

3" prize: no. 9 Mary Mignault $25 gift certificate to Bed,
Bath and Beyond.

Ben and Vinny gave a talk on their experiences at the
Ameri can Beekeeperso
which was very interesting. There are many classes to
attend, and in the evenings you get to socialize with
everyone and you pick up a lot of interesting things.
They mentioned several worthwhile pieces of
information they had gleaned.

sponslior ed

Federati

Varroa enters the hive by
drone brood. There are about 14 viruses which can
attack bees, but it is only since Varroa that they have
been a problem, and that is because the Varroa bite
holes in the bee, through which the viruses then enter.
&0'it & fbitv&roa which kills the bee, but the viruses.
As a result, beekeepers need to keep their mite load as
small as possible.

A beekeeper should test on a regular basis to see if your
hive needs treatment. We should care only how many
mites are left in the hive. (You need a sticky board to
count them. If there is a large d rop, repeat the
treatment.)

At ABF they were saying that we should treat our hives
on the 4™ July, then beekeepers would have less
problems in the fall.

Another thing mentioned was that the queen -cage
should be put in a hive for longer - 31 4 days before
you take out the cork, some even put masking tape over
with a tiny pinhole where the candy is, so it takes longer
for the bees to get through and then the queens seem
to do better.

It was mentioned as very important to feel bees pollen
patties. Ben tried 3 pollen patties with his bees and the
one Ben and Vinny sell is the one the bees seem to like
the best, although Ben pointed out that that might not
necessarily be the most nutritious one.

Also, when using sugar shake to draw varroa, there was
no difference between the hives with sugar shake and
the ones without.

There was a Bottle trap for Beetles invented by the
retired Florida bee inspector. In some videos that were
shown at the meeting, it could be seen that the bees
actually feed the beetles!

Ben recommends powdered sugar, screen bottom board,
drone (green plastic) frame

Gretel Clark uses shallow frames in deep, then cut off
drones cell brood.

Phil thanked Ben and Vinny.

Heatbox

Dave Meldrum introduced his heatbox to clarify honey,
separat@ the foam margl drivenoff some of thednapisture.
He described in detail how he had made it, what was
required and how much it had cost. He made it from
instructions found in August Bee Culture issue of 2009.
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A motion was presented to accept the minutes as
published in the last newsletter. The motion was
approved.

b\ Bob Ross

Phil spoke about Bob Ross, who had died. He was an
extremely interesting man, very softspoken, very gentle.
He was the Essex County bee inspector for years, always
willing to give advice. There had been a very nice
discussion at the Celebration of Life service for him.

Dave with his heatbox

There was some disaussion about bees dying, initiated
by Gretel Clark, who has a whole hive with all the bees
lying dead on the bottom. She asked if anyone had any
ideas as to the cause of this phenomenon.

Gretel shared a note about Bob, she learnt a lot about

bees from him. When he learned that she liked t o

kayak, he invited her kayaking, and even though he was

in his 8006s, picked up her ca
the car. Then he threw her canoe and his in the Marsh,

once they got there. He always told wild stories and

was a very special person. The obituary was up in the

kitchen if anyone wanted to take a look.

Ben volunteered that it might be pesticide in the pollen
that the bees brought in and they ate it and died. There
are new genetically modified sunflowers, for example,
that are treated with pesticide in the seed, and when the
flowers come out they have this already, which is
terrible and very worrying. There followed a moment of silence for Bob.
Vinny recommended feeding pollen-patties and sugar-

syrup, you can throw a quarter of a pollen -pattie in, you Old Business

dondét have to put the whole thing in. This should all

take place in the spring. Bees will move honey around Treasurers report  Diane Sellars

but not pollen. Make sure there is a mouseguard so that Diane read the report and a motion, to approve the

they donot eat the pollen. report as read, subject to audit, was passed. Expenses
were read and a motion was presented to authorize

Vinny spoke about a 5" generation beekeeper who had expenditure to pay the bills.

40 000 beehives all dead. He went out of business, so ) ) ) .

sad. Scholarship committee  Stephanie Williams

We need to run the application form in the March and

April issues of Beeline. There are application deadlines.
JoeDonnd 'y has been appointed t
pro tem. He also expressed a desire to run for that

position.

There is less value in the pollen now than 30 years ago,
so we should be supplementing with pollen-patties,
which have more nutritional value. This might mean the
difference between the bees living or dying.

No longer can we just throw the bees in and leave them,
we have to supplement their food, they are bringing
pollen in which is not good enough to fulfil thei r needs.

Building committee  Stan Sample

The committee had had a good 8 days working out
front, need a little more to do out there, hope everyone
appreciates the improvement in the entrance way.
Friday 81 2, Saturday more carpentry, biggest thing is
they need people to help upstairs throw away some stuff
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into the dumpster. We need an electrician to put a sub - Nomination ¢ ommittee . In addition to Frank

panel, will come out of money that the fair h as. Ceiling Cordima, Linda Boylan and Glen Meinault were

tiles with another work party later, wait for March and appointed. They will be soliciting new nominations

April when it is a bit warmer. come September for all the people coming off positions,
like Diane Sellars, Anne Bouwer, Eric Josephson and

With regard to money, some people have out-of-pocket Chr i s Me e h aimterested ifi any positions, @&s

expenses. Stan proposed that it comes out of the itds a great way to meet peop

Capital spending fund, also to transfer $1000 to p ut on etc., please see me of the committee members.

the account at Yankee Pine. Motion passed. From

capital planning, $1000 for Yankee Pine, $25 for Tom, NH Farm and Forest

$170 for Peter, much better to get a discount by doing it Ben attended this event. New Hampshire beekeepers did

that way. a good educational booth, agriculture in the classroom,

kids made candles etc.
We have received permission to renovate the kitchen,

including a new stove and relocated air-conditioned New Business
office, the costs for which will be shared by the club and Mass bee meeting (March 27" i Coolidge Hall) still
Fair. needs volunteers. There will be courses on Foulbrood

and mites, queen genetics etc.
Fair committee  Kathy Sample

Volunteer sheets for fair have to be turned in to Chris. DanConlonii rradi ation, if youdre
Had a couple of fair committee meetings, both consisted needs volunteers etc.
of only 3 people. Next meeting Feb 226 o6 cl oc k,
about sellerbés guidelines. A 8uymer méetingsti evedrr ¢ 128 saond omkdarng f c
have to fill out a CORI form, anyone who is dealing with for summer meeting locations. May will be at Kings tree
children, Jamie just trying to be pro -active and farm in West Boxford. Pete has hives up there, 3"
protecting his workers. Chris is responsible for all the Sunday afternoon in May.
volunteers having one. Must be in before the end of
spring. Pepsi grant: Marty Jessel explained that he wanted to
apply for a grant. They have grant s available in the
Banguet Committee  Chris Delaney fields of health, art, culture, the planet, neighborhoods,
This will be held at the Oniontown Grill, we have a blues and education i and he thought he could apply for a
and harp player for the entertainment, it should be a lot grant through Essex county beekeepers association
of fun. Chris presented a motion to appropri ate $150 which will allow him to do queen rearing. The money
out of banquet budget to pay for the entertainment. that would be granted, could be used for the actual
Forms have to be in by March 28™. product of the queen rearing kit. He just wanted the
approval of ECBA. As nonprofit, we need copies of 1.90
Bee school Stan form etc. We 6 rzatiomm 501 C7 org
Bee school going well, in 6 days it was filled. Brian this There are 1000 applications, the way it is decided is the
weekend will notify everyone by mail or email who is top 10 in 4 of t he categories. 10 in $5000, 10 in
going to be taking care of what. This Tuesday night, at $25000, 10 in $50 000, 10 in $250 000.
7pm there is a work session, could use a hand doing Marty planned to use feral stock, as he believes that this
frame kits. Following Tuesday the school starts at 6.30. might produce a better bee than using the other kind
Members can monitor the school, but students have that we buy. There was some discussion about that.
preference for seating. Phil summarized that Marty needed to put together a
plan for what the grant is for, and then report back to
Membership Essex County Beekeeperds asso
I f you haven dpleasp seé Richfyaur na@ed 1 0 suggested that perhaps it should go to BOD to be
ends up in 3 places, they are not all cross-referenced. If reviewed, because it will be income coming into ECBA.
your membership is not current by the March meeting, Ben advised him to plan for a long -term thing, as the
you will not be permitted to sell at the Topsfield fair. money might only come in August which would be too
Please try to sign up for email newsletters. The club late for this year, for example, the NH beekeepers
saves on postal costs and Xerox machine costs. It is received $22000 from govt. to do research about
much easier for all concerned. pollinators, but the money came later than they had
anticipated.
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Blogspot by Marina Marcheseis worth looking at.
http://redbee.blogspot.com/

Meeting adjourned at 8.55pm

Calendar

March 18 2010 Business MeetindBee
Building7:00 pm

March 27 Mass Beé Coolidge Hall
April 10" Banque® OnionTown Grill

May 18 Summer meeting
Farm, W. Boxford 2:30 Hive Opening at 1

Essex County Beeline — January 2010

Mass Bee Spring Meeting

Saturday Mar 27

Coolidge Hall, Topsfield Fair
Hosted by ECBA

Speakers:

*Nick Calderone PhD Cornell U. - two topics one
on American Foulbrood, the other on Varroa
Mites. Nick is well known to many of us (Master
Beekeeper Program) but has not (ever) been
invited to talk to MBA. He will use his talks as
teaching opportunities to educate new beekeepers
and update us (know it alls) on the latest thinking
on the two greatest threats our bees face.

*Phillip Stark PhD Tufts U. - waiting for titles but
it will be about honeybee immunities and defenses
to disease. Phil has done some very interesting
research and his papers are well worth reading for
anyone interested in how honeybees stay healthy.
*Dave Meldrum - Essex County - Lorenzo
Langstroth - there is a national effort to recognize
and celebrate his 200th birthday in 2010.

First time bee school students attend free. They
must pay for lunch and be registered one week
prior to the meeting.
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. Essex County Beekeepers' Assn. %&j

Topsfield, MA. USA N

2010 Scholarship Application

This application must be completed by applicant and is due May 1st, 2010. Late applications may not be considered.
To apply, compete this form and answer questions on a separate sheet.

Name:

Provide an estimate of your expenses:

Date of birth:

Tuition:

Home Address:

Room and Board:

CHiKSNRa YEYSY Yooy duudbyypyyyyyyyyy

z

a20KSNDRa YEYSYYUyuouyopyoydewbvyyyyypyyyy

1. Name and address of college you plan to attend. List alternate schools if necessary. What year do you expect to graduate
What is your planned course of study? Ifdegided, list fields you are considering. How might your intended career relate
to beekeeping?

2. List your activities including sche@lated clubs, community service, sports, music, and other interests.

3. Are you a member of ECBA? Are you a relativeéend of an ECBA member? How have you and/or your family
participated in ECBA?

4. How do you plan to finance your education? Be as specific as you can about costs, personal and family resources, and yo
anticipated need for financial assistance. Are thany special circumstances that will affect your costs or need for
assistance? If so, explain.

Include a letter of recommendation from a current instructor, school counselor, or employer. If currently a student, include a copy of
your most recent grade report.

Mail completed application to: ECBA Scholarship Committee, PO Box 10, Topsfield, MA 01983-0010
Or email to: stephanie@piwitstudio.com

An ECBA scholarship is a gift, not a loan. Candidatdsewibtified of their selection of award by June 12 and will be invited to
attend our annual picnic on July 11, 2010. Checks payable to the applicant will be se

nt to the home address listed above upon successful completion of the fall semester aftehtilarship is granted. If you are
awarded a scholarship, you must send a copy of your fall grades to the scholarship committee. This application is aorfidenti
only information released is the name of the scholarship recipients, their colleggshamward amount.
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ITIS TIME TO SIGN UP TO HELP AT THE FAIR!!
Please sign and mail or give this form to Chris Delaney so that she receives it
by the March 13th meeting of E.C.B.A.

Help with receiving & setup of honey

HONEY FOR COMPETITION:
Sept. 24, 25 & 26

Exhibits & arranging exhibits after judging.

- G

“WAX FOR COMPETITION _: Help with receiving & setup of beeswax

exhibits & arranging exhibits after judging.

&ARTS & CRAFTS: Help with receiving, judging & setup of beekeeping arts
Sept. 24, 25 & 26

& crafts exhibits.

@ COOKING: Help with receiving & setup of cooking with hon ey
exhibits & set up after judging. Sept. 29 & 30

Ve

P
“ HONEY QUALITY CONTROL

offered for sale

: Help with bringing in honey products to be
Sept. 19

%,

a

2
L2 BEESWAX QUALITY CONTROL:
be offered for sale

TTF

P,
Q\
05

Help with bringing in beeswax products to
Sept. 20

O

;{

_PARADE: Help with Designing/building a float for the opening day

& afternoon fair parades. Before Fair

-

>~ &
,%\Q

SHIFT SUPERVISOR: Oversees shift of volunteers. Arrange breaks.
Stock sales area, make sure building is cleaned for next shift. During Fair

A

GENERAL VOLUNTEER: Assists in setting up our building, work during & help clean
up after the fair as needed

Telephone:

Print Name:
The 2010 Topsfield Fair Committee will be made up from those submitting this form

by MARCH 13,2010 an d will be invited to the volunteer picnic given by the fair

Sept. 24,25 &26
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Banquet
April 10, 2010

ONIONTOWN GRILL
VIDALIA FUNCTION ROOM
175 WATER ST, DANVERS, MA 01923

Reception 5:30PM Dinner 6:30PM

Caesar Salad, Dinner Rolls, Choice of Beef or Chicken
Au Gratin potatoes, Vegetable
Dessert
Coffee & Tea
Cocktails and soft drinks may be purchased

$15.00 per person

Send your reservation by MARCH 28th to
Chris Delaney, 63 Middleton Rd, Boxford, MA 01921

4 46 8 46 B 4B 6 8 46 4B B 6 48 46 16 1B 46 46

NAME:

# ATTENDING Xx$15.00 = $ TOTAL
Make Checks payable to E.C.B.A.

CHICKEN BEEF
(Vegetarian option available upon request)

YOUR RESERVATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARXBIAS THE FACILITY REQWES
A FIRM HEAD COUNT BY THAT DATE




