
  Essex County Beeline – June 2010 

 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       1 
 

 

 

June 2010 
 

The Essex County Beeline is published 

eleven times a year and is a benefit of 

membership in the ECBA. 

Articles in this newsletter are copyrighted by 
the authors unless otherwise stated. 

 

 

  
President: (01-12) 

Phil Watson 978 388 0775 

 
Vice-president: ( 01-12) 

Jane Wild  978 462 3382 

 

 

Recording secretary  
& Beeline Editor: (01-11) 

Anne Bouwer 978 233 4107 

  

 

 
Membership secretary: (01-12)  

Rich Girard  978 590 4403 

 

 
Treasurer: (01-11) 

Diane Sellars 781 862 1975 

 

 
Directors : 
Frank Cordima Eric Josephson  
 978-794-9363 978 356 0122 
Dan Phillips  Chris Meehan 
603 394 0130 617-678-0874 
 
 

 

 
 

Essex County Beekeepers’ Assoc.   

P.O. Box 10  

Topsfield, MA 01983-0010 

 

Telephone: 978-887-6100 

 

Website: essexcountybeekeepers.org 

 
 

 

June Meeting 
Sunday June 13th, 2010 
 hosted by Jane and Robert 

Wild 
760 Main Street, West 

Newbury, MA 
(See page 4) 

 
Hive opening 

1.30pm 
Meeting 2.30pm 

Club Business 

President’s message 

Phil Watson 

Here we are at the beginning 

of June almost halfway 

through 2010 and the spring 

honey flow, already!  How are 

your colonies doing?  I have 

supers on all except the new 

nucs, and have heard of at least 

one beekeeper from Maine 

who has 5 supers on one of his 

colonies, GO bees!  The flow, 

like the spring season has 

arrived early and hopefully is 

in no rush to end.  The Black 

Locust has been in bloom since 

the 20th of May in northern 

parts of Essex County, clearly 

1-1/2 or 2 weeks ahead of 

schedule.  Local farm stands 

such as Cider Hill in 

Amesbury, have native 

strawberries and greenhouse 

tomatoes on the shelves, and 

expect to open the beds to 

“pick-your-own” in another 

week or two.  I can remember 

holding a June meeting there 

dressed for a cool foggy spring 

day and no hope of 

strawberries till the end of the 

month!  Ah…the weather of 

New England. 

  

May’s meeting brought a 

tremendous turnout with much 

thanks to our hosts Pete & 

Chris Delaney and their 

outyard at King’s Tree Farm in 

W. Boxford.  If you weren’t 

able to attend, you missed out 

on a great opportunity to check 
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in on the new hives, talk about the current 

happenings with the bees, browse about the nursery 

stock, and chat with Dick & Eva King.  We also had 

about 7 or 8 new student members in attendance.  It 

is always nice to see and meet new members, your 

enthusiasm and questions add spark to the 

meetings! 

The July meeting is just around the corner and with 

it comes golf, softball, great food and of course the 

Silent Auction.  I was contacted by a retired 

beekeeper the other night, who wanted to donate all 

of his used equipment to a worthy cause or possibly 

an eager young adolescent interested in 

beekeeping.  I suggested that he might want to 

donate it to our silent auction putting it to good use 

and benefiting the many young people furthering 

their education through our scholarship fund, he 

thought this would be great.  It reminded me that 

ECBA members should be setting aside 

“marketable items” that they no longer need and 

would like to donate to the silent auction for the 

benefit of the scholarship fund. 

Meeting Minutes, May 16, 2010 

 

Meeting called to order at 2:45.  It was voted that 

the minutes of the March and April meetings would 

be accepted as published.  The Treasurer’s report 

was read by Diane Sellars; accepted subject to 

audit.  Bills to be paid were read.  A motion was 

made, seconded and voted to move $313.33 from 

free cash to the Discretionary Fund to refund the 

account. 

 

Committee Reports  

Building Committee - Stan Sample stated they had 

had no activity since last report.  Sanding, staining, 

varnishing and replacing ceiling tiles still to be 

done.  Procuring supplies.  The dates of the next 

work sessions will be posted on the web site.  

Please try to be there to help out. 

Topsfield Fair – Kathy Sample noted that before 

we know it the work parties for the fair would be 

starting.  They will be held on Tuesday and 

Thursday evenings from 7-9 beginning the Tuesday 

after July 4
th

.  More info will be posted, as it gets 

closer.  The club needs to purchase 12 more cases 

of honey candy so that we can have a full pallet.  

The candy is available in Honey, Lemon, Green 

Apple, Orange and Assorted.  Get together with 

others and purchase a case to split.  If you are 

interested in purchasing wax please contact Kathy.  

Bee School – Committee still needs to have their 

final meeting.  Classes went well. 

Banquet – Chris stated we had a good turnout, just 

under 70 people.  Ken & Ruth Lemoyne attended 

from Vermont.  Good to see them and get together 

with old friends.  The Entertainment and food were 

well received and the restaurant would love to have 

us back next year.  Freda Koralishn was the winner 

of the door prize.  A big thank you to Pete and Chris 

and crew for a job well done. 

Scholarship – Committee members not present but 

Dan Phillips said he had spoken with Stephanie 

Williams, that she had received applications and 

that they would report at the June meeting. 

Nominating Committee – Frank Cordima and 

committee continue to work on trying to find 

volunteers for the positions.  Would love to see new 

faces; encourage others to apply. 

Grant Committee – No report 

Honey Ambassador  - Still looking for someone to 

run the program. (By the end of the meeting we had 

both an applicant for honey ambassador and Linda 

Boylan volunteered, again, to run the program. 

Consider shadowing Linda so you could run it the 

next time. 

 

July Golf Tournament – Peter Delaney will once 

again be running the tournament on Sunday, July 

11
th

 before our annual picnic.  He has obtained tee 

times at the Lakeview Country Club in Wenham 

beginning at 8:00 am.  We would like to see lots of 

players out there.  Contact Peter as soon as possible 

if you would like to play.  978-887-5726 

 

New Business – 

A note from Mary and Dave Mansur that they will 

be picking up nucs and packages.  Their supplier 

has extra if anyone is still looking for some. 978-

356-5657 

Dan Phillips also has extra nucs available. 603-394-

0130 

Dan Conlon of Mass Beekeepers Assn. sending a 

reminder to mark Saturday, June 26
th

 on your 
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calendar to attend the Mass. Bee Field Day.  It will 

be held rain or shine at the UMASS Agronomy 

Farm, River Rd. South Deerfield, MA.  Go to 

www.massbee.org for all the info.  

 

June meeting will be at Jane & Robby Wild’s in 

West Newbury, July meeting at Fairgrounds, 

August meeting at Tom Beaton & Linda Boylan’s, 

Boxford. 

 

Chris Delaney advised everyone that the Fairgounds 

property gates are now locked.  Committees 

wishing to meet must contact Chris or Phil Watson 

to arrange to have the gates unlocked. 

 

New Fair Item – Chris Delaney proposed a new 

bag/packaging for the soap.  This is a small pleated 

bag available from ULINE that will better fit the 

larger molds.  A motion was made, seconded and 

voted to accept the ULINE Poly Bag #S5806 to 

be used for the soap cakes.  Labeling is to remain 

the same.  This will be the only bag used for all 

soap packaging.  Old packing can be exchanged 

for new packaging.  The cost is $22/1000 and will 

be available from Dan Phillips at a 25-count price 

as before.  Also, Diane Sellars advised there would 

be a slight change in the soap recipe.  The lye 

content is changed from 8.34 to 9.26 and will be 

incorporated in the recipe in the Seller’s Guidelines.  

Guidelines will be available beginning in July. 

 

New beekeepers (and old ones) looking for mentors 

can contact the Membership Secretary Richard 

Girard 978-741-3478 or airmangirard@mac.com 

and also check the website under Member 

Resources. 

 

Saugus Rotary looking for a speaker for a Thursday 

meeting.  Dave Meldrum volunteered. 

 

A Door Prize of a $50 gift certificate to King Tree 

Farm was won by Carolyn Davies.  A second ticket 

was drawn for a large hosta plant donated by the 

Kings and was won by Dan Phillips. 

 

Thanks to Pete Delaney, Stan Sample and Randy 

Johnson for doing the hive openings today.  Well 

attended, as was the meeting.  Tom Beaton 

mentioned one of his hives swarmed and he was 

able to retrieve it.  Dennis Foster also had a hive 

swarm.  Jane Wild was unable to attend today as 

two of her hives swarmed this morning and she was 

retrieving them. 

 

Bees Wanted  – Rich Girard mentioned he has 

received emails from three different parties looking 

for beekeepers to place bees on their land.  One is in 

Merrimac, MA, one in Hampton, NH and one in 

Danvers, MA.  Contact Rich for further info. 

 

Dick King spoke briefly about the tree farm.  They 

had purchased the property 1965.  They are 

renowned for their lilacs having over 40 varieties.  

They have approx. 10 acres of growing space and 

30 acres of swampland.  They have an enormous 

variety of perennials, trees and shrubs.  They are 

open every day except Mondays from 8:00 – 5:00. 

 

Phil noted a teacher was looking for 60 honeystix 

for her class.  Chris says there are plenty in the 

educational supplies and will get some to Phil for 

the teacher. 

 

The meeting was adjourned and raffle prizes were 

drawn and refreshments served. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawn Watson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar 

June 13
th

 Sunday at the Wild home – 

760 Main St, West Newbury 

1.30 hive opening 

2.30 meeting 

 

June 26
th

 MASS BEE FIELD DAY  

UMASS Agronomy Farm, River Road, 

South Deerfield, MA, 01373 

9.30 – 3.30 

 

July 11
th

 Sunday – Annual Picnic at the 

Fairgrounds 

8:00 Tee Time at Lakeside, Wenham 

11.30 Games begin 

1.00 Lunch 

2.30 Meeting 

 

Aug 2
nd

 Monday – BOD meeting - 7pm 

 

 

http://www.massbee.org/
mailto:airmangirard@mac.com
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June Meeting  

Sunday, 06/13/2010 

760 Main Street, West Newbury, MA 
Your Hosts: Jane and Robert Wild 

978-462-3382 
Hive Opening 1:30 PM  

Member Meeting 2:30 PM 
Bring your lawn chairs, snacks, refreshments and items for the raffle table!  

 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline  
 

The deadline for getting information into 

the next newsletter will be June 20th, 

2010. Please make submissions to Anne 

Bouwer by email at: 

anne.bouwer@gmail.com 

 

mailto:anne.bouwer@gmail.com
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The library committee wants to thank Dick Douglas who volunteered to be the librarian at last month’s 

meeting.  The library on wheels has a small but exciting collection of books and DVDs for your summer 

enjoyment. Hope to see you at the June meeting. 

I am currently reading The Buzz about Bees- Biology of a Superorganism by Jurgen Tautz. Professor 

Tautz works at the Institute of Behavioral Physiology and Sociobiology of the University of Wurzburg 

where he heads the BEEgroup. The BEEgroup has two major goals: basic research on the biology of 

honeybees and the communication of knowledge about bees to a broader audience.  The Buzz 

about Bees is a product of this team. The photographs in the book were  taken by another BEEgroup 

member, Helga Heilmann. These spell binding photos will amaze new and old beekeepers alike. My 

favorite  photos are: one of  a worker removing the mating sign from genital opening of the queen; 

workers with a microchip (attached to them as they emerge from the pupa to gather the lifetime 

foraging activities);  and workers kneading small lump of wax  with their mouthparts and adding an 

enzyme that makes the wax easier to work.  

The writing is down to earth for the non-scientific lay person. The prolog is about the bee colony’s 

superorganism qualities.  

A few of the chapters are: 

 Propagated Immortality 

 Honey Bee Sex, and the Virgin Brides 

 Royal Jelly-Designer Diet  

 The Largest Organ of the Bee Colony-Construction and Function of the Comb 

This book is a great addition to your beekeeping library at home or available to take out of the Bee 

Library. 

 

The cooking with honey hints is from the great web site Carolina Bee Company of Youngsville, NC. Happy 

baking! 

Cooking with honey is easy, adds richness to many recipes, and boosts the shelf life of baked goods. 

 Honey is roughly 25% to 100% sweeter than table sugar, so when replacing sugar with honey in a 

recipe, you will need to reduce the amount of sweetener called for in the recipe by one-third to 

one-half honey for granulated or table sugar.

  
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The honey seeking Man of Bicorp, 

Arafla Cave at Bicorp 

near Valencia, Bodyin. 

6000BCE to 10,000BCE.  

 Since honey is composed of up to 18% 

water, you will need to reduce the liquid 

called for in baked goods by about one-

fifth (cup for cup). E.g., if you are 

replacing sugar with 1 cup of honey, take 

out 1/5th to 1/4th of a cup of liquid from 

somewhere else in the recipe (if possible).  

 When baking sweets, you should also 

lower your oven temperature by 25°F 

(15°C). 

 If you are measuring honey by weight, 1 

cup will weigh 12 ounces (.75 lbs). 

 To help that honey slide smoothly from 

your measuring utensils, simply lightly coat 

the utensil with a vegetable spray before 

measuring the honey. 

 Unless the recipe calls for sour milk or 

cream, some cooks add the merest pinch 

of baking soda to the recipes of baked 

goods to counteract the slight acidity of 

the honey which may cause over-

browning. 

 Since it has the ability to absorb and 

retain moisture, honey is used in the 

industry to keep baked goods moist and 

fresh. Use honey in baked goods you plan 

to mail to keep them bakery-fresh. 

 Honey is also an excellent choice to use in 

salad dressings, since its emulsifying 

qualities make it a perfect stabilizer 
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 

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  
 

Mobiles back in the frame as bee killers 

Actual research this time, just not much of it 

By Bill Ray  

Strapping a pair of mobile phones to the side of a bee hive can lead to a dramatic decline in 
honey and bee production, researchers have claimed.  

Published in Current Science, the research (pdf) compared the performance of hives exposed 
to cell phones with those kept radio-free. According to the researchers the phone use led 
directly to a dramatic decline in the quantity of honey produced, and bees appeared 
"confused as if unable to decide what to do" during the calls. 

The test involved putting a couple of handsets, operating at 900MHz, beside two hives, with 
another couple of hives as controls. The phones were then called for 15 minutes twice a day. 
During the calls a third of the bees which would have left the hive "became quiet and still or 
confused", while a third of those which did get out and back returned empty handed. But 
even the researchers involved admit that "such a response has ... not been reported 
previously". 

The exposed hives also shrank from seven frames to five, while the control hives grew to 
nine over the same period. The controls also produced eight times as much honey due to 
having more bees hard at work. 

But a couple of hives doesn't make for a quantitative study, and it's hard to take seriously 
research which uses terms like "eletrosmog" and references Dr Carlo of the Science and 
Public Policy Institute, who believes the mobile industry has been conspiring to besmirch 
Albert Einstein, among other things. 

It's by no means certain that bee numbers are declining worldwide, or that the loss of the 
honey bee would result in a world famine - New Scientist published some interesting figures 
on the subject last year - but bees have a compelling film and we'd miss them if they were 
gone. The Telegraph quotes Tim Lovett of the British Beekeepers Association pointing out 
that bees survive in London, a city awash with electromagnetic radiation of all kinds. 

Work like this is worth trying to replicate, but it's hard to imagine that previous studies 
would have missed such a radical change in behavior.  

 

http://www.theregister.co.uk/2010/06/02/bees_mobile/ 

http://forms.theregister.co.uk/mail_author/?story_url=/2010/06/02/bees_mobile/
http://www.ias.ac.in/currsci/25may2010/1376.pdf
http://www.buergerwelle.de/pdf/radiation_is_killing_the_bees.htm
http://www.buergerwelle.de/pdf/radiation_is_killing_the_bees.htm
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20427316.800-the-truth-about-the-disappearing-honeybees.html
http://vanishingbees.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/wildlife/7778401/Mobile-phones-responsible-for-disappearance-of-honey-bee.html
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5th Annua l Beekeepers Field Day Schedule  

University of Massachusetts Agronomy Farm 

River Rd. South Deerfield, MA. 01373 Saturday June 26, 2010 

9:00 -9:30 AM   Registration & Confirm Lunch orders.  
9:30 -9:45 AM   Welcome & Opening Remarks/ Steve Goodwin Dean - College o f Natural Resources University of 
Massachusetts / Dan Conlon MBA President  
  

Please wear protective clothing while attending live bee demonstrations - MBA and the Franklin County Beekeepers Association require 
hats & veils at all live bee events.  
  

9:50 -10:50 AM   Session #1 Workshops & Presenters  
         Tent Area ï Introduction to Apitherapy ï Ed Karle & Kelly Carpentier. 
         #4 Hive Inspection 101 ï Ken Warchol (Worcester County Bee Inspector). 
         #3 Queen Rearing & grafting - Dick Callahan PhD. 
         #5 IPM, Varroa, and Drones ï Claire Desilets. 
         #2 Feeding Honeybees ï Mike Bayko. 

11:00 -12:00 PM   Session#2 Workshops & Presenters  
         Tent Area: Beekeeping Myths ï Cynthia Allen. 
         #3 Queen Rearing using the Miller Frame method ï Rick Intres and Peter Neimi. 
         #5 Top Bar Hives ï Christy Hemenway. 
         #2 Swarms prevention & retrieval ï Gus Skamarycz & Phil Young. 
         #4 Keeping Honeybees without Treatments- Ramona & Dean Stiglitz. 
         #1 Using Mite Away II or Api -guard for mite control ï Dan Conlon & Roger Reid 
         #6 Using the Snelgrove Board ï Roland Sevigny. 

12:00 -1:15 PM   Lunch and start of smoker contest in Tent area.  
         Bubs BBQ serving lunch at noon.  Tickets purchased in advance. 
         Barts Ice Cream Truck arrives  at noon until 3PM. 
         Smoker Contest at 12:30  ï see Ken Warchol to enter. 
         Raffle Drawing for Nucs, and other items. 
         Announcements ï Please see Paul Desilets, or Dan Conlon to sign up. 

1:25 -2:25PM   Session #3 Workshops & Presenters  
         Tent Area: Introduction to Apitherapy ï Ed Karle & Kelly Carpentier. 
         #4 Hive Inspection 101 ï Ken Warchol. 
         #2 Feeding Honeybees ï Mike Bayko. 
         #6 Using the Snelgrove Board ï Roland Sevigny. 
         #5 IPM, Varroa, and Drones ï Claire Desilets. 
         #3 Queen Rearing & grafting - Dick Callahan PhD. 
         #4 Keeping Honeybees without Treatments- Ramona & Dean Stiglitz. 

  
2:30 -3:30PM Session #4 Workshops & Pres enters  

         Tent Area: Question & Answer Session with State Beekeepers. 
         #5 Top Bar Hives ï Christy Hemenway. 
         #2 Swarms prevention & retrieval ï Gus Skamarycz & Phil Young. 
         #1 Using Mite Away II or Api -guard for mite contr ol ï Dan Conlon & Roger Reid. 
         #4 Queen Rearing using the Miller Frame method ï Rick Intres and Peter Neimi. 

  
Thank you to members of the Franklin County Bee Association for making this event possible. Special thanks to our presenters for 
volunteering their time, and sharing their expertise to help us improve beekeeping.  
  
 Visit www.Massbee.org for meeting information and links to county bee associations. 

 


